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Interoffice Memorandum 
to: Bob Minix, Professional Engineer 

 
from: Peggy Drescher, Village Forester 

 
subject: Parkway Tree Assessment on Hawthorne 

 
date:  June 23, 2011 

 
 
In regards to the potential widening of Hawthorne, I have reviewed all parkway trees along the corridor.  I 
assumed that the street would be widened on each side by two feet.  I took into consideration the current health 
and size of the parkway trees and how the widening would affect the future condition of the tree.   

 
I did not provide recommendations I only identified the affect that the widening would have on the parkway 
trees.  This does not take into consideration the other construction that will normally occur as part of the project 
(drive approach, water and sewer replacement). 
 
I would like to note that the parkway tree diameters are larger in the field than the attached spread sheets note.  
The diameter information was taken from our existing inventory which has not been updated in 3-4 years.   
 
I would also like to explain some of the comments you will see on the spreadsheet.   
 
1. “Stress due to root pruning” – If the street is widened by two feet, the root pruning will be closer to the 
trunk of the tree causing much more stress on the tree. In addition I identified some trees where the street will 
now be within 3-5’ of the trunk which will also cause more stress to the tree. 
 
2. “Removal due to utility” or Removal due to utility pole” – If the utility poles need to be move back from 
their current position, the trees will need to be removed because of the pruning that will be necessary to 
accommodate the wires or the pole proximity 
 
3.  “Removal due to widening – In some cases the street will be to close to the parkway tree and the tree must 
be removed. Approximately 53 trees may need to be removed for utility issues or widening. 
 
4.  “Grading issue” – There are some parkways that have a higher grade than the street. I am assuming that if 
the street is widened this will cause a grading issue with the parkway trees. 
 
5. “Raising” – It is a common maintenance practice that we raise parkway trees over the street to 
accommodate for construction but the widening will cause some trees to have larger branches removed or many 
branches that would not normally need to be removed.  
 
6. “Major Pruning or pruning” – Pruning that would not normally need to occur for utility line clearance will 
now be necessary. 
 
I would be happy to discuss any of these comments or do further inspection if needed. 

Glen Ellyn Public Works Department 
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